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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Mind
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JONAH
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Jonah - One of the most familiar stories of the Old Testament is the story of Jonah , who ran from God and was swallowed by a whale. How often have we ran from the will of God in our own personal lives; and God worked patiently in with us to bring us back to the place where we left Him and gave us a second opportunity to do His will. There are other individuals in the Scriptures who ran from God's will and were sent back. Moses ran from Egypt and spent forty years on the backside of the desert before God sent him back. Elijah ran from Jezebel and wished to die, but God sent him back with three new assignments to do. Hagar ran from her mistress, but God sent her back with instructions to submit to Sarah. God took them all back to the place where they departed from His will and God will work to do the same in our lives today.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Jonah will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Jonah will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Jonah was the author of the book of Jonah , with him and others recording his prophecies during his public ministry.

I. The Title
The evangelist writers Matthew and Luke seemed to be familiar with the title of the book of Jonah ( Matthew 16:4, Luke 11:29-30).

Matthew 16:4, "A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed."

Luke 11:29-30, "And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation."

II. Historical Background
A. The Prophetic and Historical Times of Jonah the Prophet- From the book of Kings, we know that the ministry of the prophet Jonah's took place shortly before or even during the reign of Jeroboam II (793to 753 B.C.)

Archaeology reveals that the city of Nineveh is considered the greatest city of the ancient Assyrian Empire. It reigned supreme for about one hundred years (704to 606 B.C.) until its fall to the Babylonian Empire. We associate the name of Sennacherib with this city using both biblical texts as well as archaeological writings that verify that this person lived during the time described in the Scriptures. Sennacherib was the king of Assyria (704to 682B.C.) that encamped against Jerusalem during the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah (715 to 690 B.C.), which would have been approximately 701 B.C.

2 Kings 18:13, "Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them."

Thus, we can understand the struggle that the prophet Jonah faced in his heart when God told him to go and speak to the people of Nineveh. For this was the arch enemy of the people of God, and the Assyria Empire was a cruel and bitter power that killed and terrorized and enslaved the people of Israel during this period of history. In fact the Lord used Assyria to judge and bring an end to northern Israel, while Judah suffered under its dominating power. 

B. The Biography of Jonah the Prophet- Jonah was the son of Amittai.

2 Kings 14:25, "He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah , the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher."

Jonah 1:1, "Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,"

He was from the city of Gathhepher, which was an ancient city in northern Israel that was allotted to the tribe of Zebulun, which was in the region of Galilee. 

Joshua 19:13, "And from thence passeth on along on the east to Gittahhepher, to Ittahkazin, and goeth out to Remmonmethoar to Neah;"

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence
B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that the men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 4]

4] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Jonah chose to write using the literary style of the ancient prophetic literature. Thus, the book of Jonah is assigned to the literary genre called "prophecy." Included in the genre of prophecy are the three books of the Old Testament major prophets and twelve minor prophets. 

A. Lack of Prophetic Material- The book of Jonah is unique to the minor prophets in that it is almost entirely narrative material, while the other eleven books record mostly prophetic material.

B. Key Features of Jonah as Narrative Literature - The conflict that emerges in the book of Jonah is between the prophet Jonah and the Lord. It is this conflict that will link the events of this narrative, and move it along. The irony of this story is when Jonah tries to run from God in order to escape from his calling, which the reader understands is an impossible task.

The story will end with God asking Jonah a rhetorical question, "Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?" ( Jonah 4:10-11) This conflict is never resolved. This type of ending in a narrative story has an effect on the reader similar to the parables that Jesus told as a way of His hearers to make a decision. It forces the hearers to decide whether to side with Jonah or God, knowing that God's compassion was the correct view to take.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 5]

5] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Jonah , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Jonah for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
Rick Joyner, in his book The Call, gives an analogy of the Church to being like Jonah. 6] In his vision Jonah explained that the Church has run to Tarshish, choosing to be involved with the world, rather than in the presence of the Lord. He goes on to say that as Jonah slept in the midst of the storm, the Church is asleep while the storms are going upon the earth. Just as the heathen woke up Jonah because they discerned the storm, the world is trying to wake up the Church so that it can call upon God for deliverance.

6] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 45-51.

If the church will wake itself up, it will not have to be judged by the beast that swallowed Jonah. Jonah referred to Revelation 13as the beast that will judge the Church and persecute if for a time.

The church is running to activity rather than to the presence of the Lord. The weeds that entangled itself about Jonah in the belly of the whale represent the cares of this world that entangle the Church.

IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline of Book
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-17 

Jonah 1:1-17 — Jonah Flees from the Presence of the Lord - In Jonah 1:1-17 we have the account of Jonah being called by God to go to Nineveh, and his flight to Tarshish in an effort to flee from the presence of the Lord. The Lord responded by sending a great storm upon the ship, with Jonah being thrown over by the ship's crew, and him being swallowed by a whale.

The Literary Element the Storm in the Plot of the Book of Jonah - Guthrie notes Ladouceur's comment that it was a pagan belief in New Testament times that survival of a shipwreck proved a man's innocence, suggesting Luke included this lengthy story as a defense for Paul's innocence. 7] This view finds support from Acts 28:4, which alludes to such a belief, "No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live." We also see this believe alluded to in Jonah 1:4-10 when the men of the ship sought the cause of the storm in their belief that someone on board had sinned against his god. According to Jonah 1:4 the men's beliefs were accurate, because God certainly sent this storm as a form of punishment upon His servant Jonah.

7] Donald Guthrie, New Testament Introduction (Downers Grove, Illinois: Intervarsity Press, 1990), 373. (See David Ladouceur, "Hellenistic Preconceptions of Shipwreck and Pollution as a context for Acts 27-28 ," Harvard Theological Review 73, 1980, pp 435-449; and G. B. Miles and G. Tromph, "Luke and Antiphon: The Theology of Acts 27-28 in the Light of Pagan Beliefs about Divine Retribution, Pollution and Shipwreck," Harvard Theological Review 69, 1976, pp 259-267.)

Jonah 1:1 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
Jonah 1:1 — "Now…came" - Comments- A number of books in the Old Testament begins with the common Hebrew idiom "and it came to pass" ( וַיְהִי), made from the conjunction ( ו) "and" and the imperfect verb ( הָיָה) "to be." Douglas Stuart identifies the books that commence with this Hebrew construction as Joshua ,, Judges ,, 1 Samuel ,, Ruth ,, Esther , Jonah and Lamentations (LXX). 8] This phrase is used at least three hundred eighty-eight (388) times in the Old Testament to begin narrative stories, and to move the plot from one scene to another within the narrative material. Although some of the books listed above are a part of a collection of narratives that follow a chronological order, Stuart believes this opening phrase is intended to begin a new book.

8] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Introduction: Form/Structure/Setting."

Jonah 1:1 — Comments - The Dates of Jonah's Ministry- Jonah , the son of Amittai, was from the city of Gathhepher ( 2 Kings 14:25), located in the territory in Zebulun of northern Israel ( Joshua 19:13). Based upon Jonah's prophecy recorded in 2 Kings 14:25, the most popular view suggests that he ministered during the early reign of Jeroboam II, king of Israel (793-53 B.C.).

2 Kings 14:25, "He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah , the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher."

Joshua 19:13, "And from thence passeth on along on the east to Gittahhepher, to Ittahkazin, and goeth out to Remmonmethoar to Neah;"

Comments - The Manner in which Divine Oracles were Delivered unto the Prophets- God spoke through the Old Testament prophets in various ways, as the author of the epistle of Hebrews says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…" ( Hebrews 1:1). The Lord spoke divine oracles ( מַשָּׂא) through the Old Testament prophets in three general ways, as recorded in the book of Hosea , "I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." ( Hosea 12:10) (NKJV) In other words, the prophets spoke to Israel through the words they received, they described divine visions to the people, and they acted out as divine drama an oracle from the Lord.

(1) The Word of the Lord Came to the Prophets- God gave the prophets divine pronouncements to deliver to the people, as with Hosea 1:1. The opening verses of a number of prophetic books say, "the word of the Lord came to the prophet…" Thus, these prophets received a divine utterance from the Lord.

(2) The Prophets Received Divine Visions- God gave the prophets divine visions ( חָזוֹן), so they prophesied what they saw ( חזה) (to see). Thus, these two Hebrew words are found in Isaiah 1:1, Obadiah 1:1, Nahum 1:1, and Habakkuk 1:1. Ezekiel saw visions ( מַרְאָה) of God.

(3) God Told the Prophets to Deliver Visual Aids as Symbols of Divine Oracles- God asked the prophets to demonstrate divine oracles to the people through symbolic language. For example, Isaiah walked naked for three years as a symbol of Assyria's dominion over Egypt and Ethiopia ( Isaiah 20:1-6). Ezekiel demonstrated the siege of Jerusalem using clay tiles ( Ezekiel 4:1-3), then he laid on his left side for many days, then on his right side, to demonstrate that God will require Israel to bear its iniquities.

Jonah 1:2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.
Jonah 1:3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.
Jonah 1:3 — "But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD" - Comments- In Rick Joyner"s book The Call the author meets Jonah in his vision. In this vision Jonah explains the reason he fled from the presence of God was because he had come to understand the great burning that comes with His presence. Jonah said that a great responsibility comes with being in His presence. 9] Jonah said to him that he was fleeing more from the presence of God than from the will of God.

9] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 45.

Jonah 1:4 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.
Jonah 1:4 — Scripture References - There are a number of references in Scripture to God commanding the winds and the waves.

Psalm 107:25-29, "For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken Prayer of Manasseh , and are at their wits" end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still."

Psalm 148:8, "Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word:"

Jonah 1:5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep.
Jonah 1:5 — Comments - The ancient world was largely superstitious, adhering to a pantheon of pagan gods. These mariners would have looked upon these gods as "guardians" who watched over their lives.

Jonah 1:6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.
Jonah 1:6 — Word Study on "shipmaster" - The English word "shipmaster" (KJV) is a translation from the Hebrew phrase ( רַב הַחֹבֵל), which phrase is unique to the Old Testament Scriptures. It is comes from the Hebrew words ( רַב) (H 7227) and ( חֹבֵל) (H 2259) and is translated "the chief of the ship"s governors" (KD). Strong says the Hebrew word ( רַב) (H 7227) means, "abundant (in quantity, size, age, number, rank, quality." Strong says the Hebrew word ( חֹבֵל) (H 2259) means, "a sailor."

Jonah 1:7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.
Jonah 1:7 — Comments - The ancient practice of casting lots was not restricted to the Jewish culture under the Mosaic Law. The books Joel ,, Obadiah ,, Jonah , and Nahum provide us with references in the Old Testament Scriptures to the custom of casting of lots by someone other than the people of Israel, being practiced among the Babylonians ( Obadiah 1:11), the Ninevites ( Nahum 3:10), and among the sailors ( Jonah 1:7), which Adam Clarke suggests to be Phoenicians based on Ezekiel 27:12. 10]

10] Adam Clarke, The Book of the Prophet Jonah , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Jonah 1:3.

Joel 3:3, "And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink."

Obadiah 1:11, "In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them."

Nahum 3:10, "Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains."

Jonah 1:7, "And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah."

Ezekiel 27:12, "Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs."

The Roman soldiers who crucified Jesus Christ cast lots at the foot of the Cross ( Matthew 27:35, Mark 15:24, Luke 23:34, John 19:24). The Roman statesman Cicero (106-43 B.C.) makes numerous references to the widespread practice of casting lots among the ancient cultures in his work de divination. 11] The Jewish historian Josephus (A.D 37-100) mentions the practice of casting lots among the Roman soldiers who had encompassed the city of Jerusalem under Titus. 12] The Roman historian Suetonius (A.D 70-130) mentions this ancient practice among Roman leaders by appointing men to tasks by casting lots, as well as casting lots as a form of divination. 13]

11] For example, Cicero writes, "But what nation is there, or what state, which is not influenced by the omens derived from the entrails of victims, or by the predictions of those who interpret prodigies, or strange lights, or of augurs, or astrologers, or by those who expound lots (for these are about what come under the head of art); or, again, by the prophecies derived from dreams, or soothsayers (for these two are considered natural kinds of divination)?" (de divination 16) Cicero also writes, "What, now, is a lot? Much the same as the game of mora, or dice, l and other games of chance, in which luck and fortune are all in all, and reason and skill avail nothing. These games are full of trick and deceit, invented for the object of gain, superstition, or error." (de divination 241) See Cicero, The Treatises of M. T. Cicero on the Nature of the Gods; on Divination; on Fate; on the Republic; on the Laws; and on Standing for the Consulship, trans. C. D. Yonge (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1853), 146-147, 235. 
12] Josephus writes, "They also cast lots among themselves who should be upon the watch in the nighttime, and who should go all night long round the spaces that were interposed between the garrisons." (Wars 5122)

13] For example, Suetonius writes, "When later, on his way to Illyricum, he [Tiberius] visited the oracle of Geryon near Patavium, and drew a lot which advised him to seek an answer to his inquiries by throwing golden dice into the fount of Aponus, it came to pass that the dice which he threw showed the highest possible number and even to-day those very dice may be seen under the water." (Lives of the Twelve Caesars: Tiberius) Suetonius, The Lives of the Twelve Caesars by Suetonius, trans. Joseph Gavorse (New York: Modern Library, 1931), 130-131.

Jonah 1:14 Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man"s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee.
Jonah 1:14 — Comments- These seamen did not want to be guilty of murder, especially when they were facing death. Therefore, they prayed for God's mercy upon them just before throwing Jonah overboard, hoping He would accept this act in exchange for their souls. Thus, we see how Jonah serves as a type and figure of the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jonah 1:15 So they took up Jonah , and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.
Jonah 1:15 — Comments - Jonah served as a type of sacrifice that the mariners offered unto YHWH. The calming of the sea testified that YHWH accepted their sacrifice. We can compare the numerous times in the Scriptures when God accepted a Jewish sacrifice with a supernatural manifestation of fire coming down and consuming the offering. For example, the angel of the Lord accepted the sacrifice of Manoah, the father of Samson by consuming it with fire. 

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

This fire also came down and consumed the sacrifice of Moses at the dedication of the Tabernacle in the wilderness ( Leviticus 9:24).

Leviticus 9:24, "And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces."

A fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice of King David at the threshing floor of Ornan.

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

A fire also came from heaven and consumed the sacrifice of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple.

2 Chronicles 7:1, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house."

Fire also consumed the sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel.

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). 

Jonah 1:16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.
Jonah 1:16 — Comments - The calming of the sea served as an unquestionable testimony that YHWH, the God of the Israelites, received this sacrificial offering of Jonah being cast overboard. This testimony resulted in the mariners believing in YHWH and offering sacrifices and vows to him. Douglas Stuart qualifies their belief, saying, "the sailors genuinely believed in Yahweh (though hardly in a monotheistic manner)." 14] In other words, these mariners probably did not abandon their polytheism, but acknowledged YHWH as the greatest in their pantheon of gods.

14] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on - Form/Structure/Setting.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-10 

Jonah 2:1-10 — Jonah Pray of Deliverance from the Belly of the Fish (The Power of Praise to God) - In Jonah 2:1-10 the prophet Jonah prays and cries out to God from the belly of the fish. In this prayer he makes the sacrifice of thanksgiving. With this attitude of thanksgiving the Lord commanded the fish to spit Jonah out upon dry land. Thus, we see the power of praise unto God. We also see the power of praise and thanksgiving when Jehoshaphat gives the Levites instruments to praise the Lord and sends them forth to lead the battle ( 2 Corinthians 20:21).

2 Chronicles 20:21, "And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD for his mercy endureth for ever."

Another example of the power of thanksgiving is seen when Jesus gives thanks and blesses the loaves and fishes before feeding the five thousand people.

Jonah 2:1-10 — Jonah Pray of Deliverance from the Belly of the Fish (Three Days and Three Nights) - Jonah 1:17 and Jesus tells us that Jonah spend three days and three nights in the belly of the whale. Jonah could not have kept track of time in the belly of the whale. It is more likely that in his visit to Hell, suggested in Jonah 2:6, his perception and understanding were enhanced so that he understood the time frame of his experience. In his book 23Minutes in Hell Bill Wiese explains that his own senses were enhanced while he was in Hell. 15] He instinctively knew and understood things that he would not normally be able comprehend on earth.

15] Bill Wiese, 23Minutes in Hell (Lake Mary, Florida: Charis House, c 2006), 6, 7, 10. Wiese quotes Erwin Lutzer, who said that in Hell a person has "heightened perception and a better understanding." [see Erwin W. Lutzer, One Minute After You Die (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1997), 39]

Jonah 2:6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.
Jonah 2:6 — Comments- Jonah 2:6 appears to describe a descent into Hell. The phrases "the bottoms of the mountains," and "the earth with her bars," suggest that God took Jonah out of his physical body, which remained in the whale, and took him to Hell, before returning his spirit to his body in the belly of the fish. Bill Wiese was taken to Hell, where he was initially sent to a cell made up of rough stone walls and iron bars. 16] He refers to other Scriptures that describe prison cells in Hell. Proverbs 7:27 refers to "chambers of death" in hell. Isaiah 24:22 says that the prisoners of Hell will be "shut up in the prison."

16] Bill Wiese, 23Minutes in Hell (Lake Mary, Florida: Charis House, c 2006), 1-14, 151.

Proverbs 7:27, "Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death."

Isaiah 24:22, "And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited."

Such an experience would have served the purpose of showing to the prophet the extreme horrors of Hell and God's desire to give even the vilest sinner an opportunity to repent and avoid this place. One New Testament verse that supports this view is when Jesus paralleled Jonah's time in the whale's belly to His own time in Hell ( Matthew 12:40).

Matthew 12:40, "For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale"s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth."

Jonah 2:9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.
Jonah 2:9 — Comments- Jonah offered to God the voice of thanks giving by faith, not by feeling. He probably did not feel like rejoicing and shouting and dancing, but his confession became this: "Voices of Thanksgiving are My pleasure."

Jonah 2:10 And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.
Jonah 2:10 — Comments- Deliverance came immediately from God. God saw that Jonah was ready to obey Him. Psalm 50:23 is illustrated in this verse.

Psalm 50:23, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-10 

Jonah 3:1-10 — Jonah Preaches in Nineveh - In Jonah 3:1-10 we have the account of Jonah preaching to the people of Nineveh, followed by their response of repentance.

Jonah 3:4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day"s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
Jonah 3:4 — Comments- Jonah preached a five-word sermon, ( עֹוד אַרְבָּעִים יֹום וְנִֽינְוֵה נֶהְפָּֽכֶת) This sentence consisted of five words in the Hebrew, "1Yet 2 forty 3 days 4 and Nineveh 5 shall be over thrown."

Jonah 3:5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.
Jonah 3:5 — "the people of Nineveh believed God" - Comments- When we speak what God tells us to speak, it may be a man's voice that speaks, but it is God's voice that people hear. This is because the message speaks to our hearts.

Jonah 3:6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
Jonah 3:7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:
Jonah 3:8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.
Jonah 3:8 — "cry mightily unto God" - Comments- When we sin, we need to do the same in our prayers.

Jonah 3:10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
Jonah 3:10 — Comments- The Hebrew word "repent" is ( נָחַם) (H 5162). God allowed a change of heart, showed pity, was sorry, and showed remorse. God told Jeremiah that if a nation repents, He will turn from His judgment ( Jeremiah 18:8).

Jeremiah 18:8, "If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them."

Micah's prophecy was delivered to Judah and Hezekiah repented, thus turning away divine judgment and the utter destruction of Jerusalem ( Jeremiah 26:19).

Jeremiah 26:19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.

Jonah 3:10 — Comments- In Rick Joyner"s book The Call he meets Lot in a heavenly vision. Lot then explains that many perished in Sodom and Gomorrah because of Lot"s silence. Lot goes on to explain that he thought that he would be able to just live a godly life in front of these people, thus being enough of a warning of God"s judgment. 17] It is the power of the spoken word that the Holy Spirit uses to convict man of sin. It is not enough just to live different in the midst of an ungodly world. In contrast to Lot, Jonah did lift up his voice and witness to the people of Nineveh. They repented at the preaching of Jonah and God spared their city. Did not our Lord Jesus Christ say that He would have spared Sodom and Gomorrah if they had heard the preaching of the judgment of God? ( Matthew 11:23-24)

17] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 42-3.

Matthew 11:23-24, "And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-11 

Jonah 4:1-11 — Jonah's Response and God's Lesson- In this passage of Scripture, we see how angry Jonah was because God did not destroy the city of Nineveh. In his book Heaven: Close Encounters of the God Kind Jesse Duplantis describes his encounter with Jonah. This Old Testament prophet explained why he was angry. He said that he was irritated because he thought of himself more than he thought of the nature of God. 18] It is not God's nature to destroy, but to heal and to bless.

18] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Endounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 109.

By placing Jonah in the belly of the whale God was able to penetrate his will, which is in the soulish realm, and he yielded to God and preached in Nineveh. However, God had not yet penetrated Jonah's heart. Therefore, God takes Jonah through a series of events to reveal to him the condition of his own heart. God used a whale to bring Jonah face to face with his rebellion, but He used a worm to bring him face to face with his heart.

